Keeping the Memory of USS Scorpion “Afloat”
Sometime in 2009 at a USSVI Southern Colorado Base monthly meeting, the members began
to explore the possibility of creating a parade float. Being submariners, of course, we wanted it to be
a model of a submarine mounted on a trailer, but at that meeting, that was about as far as we
advanced in our planning. At subsequent meetings, the idea began to take on flesh and we discussed
what class of boat would be best, the length of the overall float, where to acquire a trailer, etc.
One of our members, Howard “Snuffy” Hughes acquired a set of elevation drawings of the
Skipjack class of sub and one of the members suggested that if we were going to use that particular
design, and since the Scorpion was of that class, that we make the float a memorial to the Scorpion
which was lost with all hands in June 1968. Motion made, seconded, carried, etc., etc.
Now the question of what material to use took front and center and we labored on that for
sometime before Snuffy suggested that we consider styrofoam. He began to explore where such a
large piece or pieces of it could be obtained and eventually found a vendor in Denver who could
supply what we needed. Snuffy also developed the idea of turning the large pieces on a lathe to
shape it into a good smooth hull shape scaled to the drawings he had obtained. However, no one
had access to a lathe large enough to shape styrofoam into a 1/6 scale model of the Scorpion, which
was what we had determined would best fit the size trailer we had been offered by a previous
member who currently lives in the Steamboat Springs, Colorado area. Snuffy, being the imaginative
individual that he is began work on a home-made lathe in his barn, using an old motor, Unistrut
framing for the bed, and plywood for the head and tail stocks.
Soon, Snuffy was bringing pictures to the meetings of his progress on the hull shape and we
were all amazed at how great it was beginning to look. He enlisted the help of several other
members who live in the Colorado Springs area when he needed assistance. Among those were
Steve McKee, Ken Gilman, Charlie Flood, Paul Chestnut, Steve Iskra, Jim Hughes (no relation to
Snuffy) and others pitched in as well.

Pictured above are the early progress of glueing the styrofoam sections and Snuffy's home
built lathe as seen from the headstock end. We're all grateful that Snuffy had the genius,
willingness and the facilities to take on this project. All the members began to chip in to cover
materials and expenses and we were never in the red on the project at any time. Base Commander,
Steve McKee, kept us all motivated to see the project through to completion.

These pictures show the boat beginning to look like a sub and Snuffy applying some artistic
detail the the fairwater planes.

Here the boat has gotten a paint job and a hull number and is getting close to
commissioning. Notice the full moon just over the top of the sail and Pike's Peak looming in the
distance just aft of the sail. The trailer underwent some lengthening modifications and a paint job,
etc. to prepare for the “maiden voyage” in the 2010 Colorado Springs Veterans' Day parade.
Noralee Hughes, wife of Jim Hughes, who modified the trailer, hand made the colorful signal flags
we decorate her with.

Here we are participating in a parade in Cripple Creek, CO. Notice the beautiful detail of the
stern section of the boat including a fine looking screw and draft scale on the upper rudder.

We won two very nice awards in the Monument, Colorado 2011 4th of July parade; the
President's Award and Best Visual Effects Award. The “duty section” are, from left to right, Howard
“Snuffy” Hughes, Jerry Hadfield, Paul Chestnut and Charlie Flood
At the time of this writing, we have moved the boat to “winter dry dock” at Jim Hughes'
home near Pueblo, Colorado, for storage and further work needed to be done on the trailer, etc. We
are looking forward to the 2012 parade season and more opportunities to showcase our “Lady” and
to publicize USSVI and the great group of people who make up Southern Colorado Base.
As we continue to showcase our float around the region, the Scorpion and her crew will proudly and
fondly sail on in our hearts and memories. Rest well, brothers.
Submitted by:
Larry Leek, Base newsletter editor and Chaplain
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